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the timeless Gallmac, Anatcs, Teiraones, and the rest : 
beyond a Preserve, stocked with the privileged race 
whom God has marked, as inviolable, with the attribute 
of song ; and given to us, perhaps, (as he surely gave 
flowers) for our amusement, and delight I 

In looking- over these memoranda, I perceive that the 
dress of the melodious Reed Sparrow is yet to be described. 
I should not, however, Mr. Editor, be tempted to a fur- 
ther trespass on your time by the desire of supplying this 
omission, but. that, in doing so, an opportunity is afford- 
ed me of noticing a curious variance between the accounts 
of Bewick and Stewart, regarding the outer tail feathers : 
*' Size less than the yellow Bunting — eyes hazel ; head, 
throat, fore part of neck, and breast black, excepting alittle 
white line from each comer of the bill, passing downward 
alittle, and forming a border which reaches the back part 
of the neck ; upper parts of body and wings of a reddish 
brown, with a streak of black down the middle of each 
feather ; the under part of the hody is white, with brown- 
ish streaks on the sides ; rump and upper tail coverts, 
bluish ash colour, mixed with brown ; quills dusky, edgeA 
with brown j two middle feathers of the tail black, with 
pale brown edges ; the rest wholly black, except the two 
outer ones, which are almost while ; the ends tipped with 
brown, and the bas-ja- black ; the legs and feet dusky 
brown," B. " The head black ; the body grey and black; the 
outer tail feathers marked with a while cunetfbrninpat"—S. 

I saw the « white snots" in May, 1827 : the bird started 
from a reedy (or rushy) plash, close to the Canal side, 
near Hazlehatch, and continued on the wing over, round, 
and about it (apprehensive, no doubt, of some evil intent 
on my part, and stirred by many a fear for the lady in 
the—" soft down*), during the few moments that a desire to 
see the neat, hardened my heart against his poetry of motion* 

As to the " two feathers" it is, after all, safely presum- 
able that both specimens are truly described? and my 
faith in the accuracy of Bewick M moults no feather," . be- 
cause his bird showed two white ones. 

Would (1 O'H. (my address is enclosed) have the 
goodness, in a short note> or a long visit, to inform me 
whether he knows any situation in the neighbourhood of 
the " Old Castle" where the instinct of the Mmbcrhta schoe- 
niclusi would lead it to build ? I strongly suspect that the 
bird of humble note, heard far oft* was the female ; twitter- 
ing her thanks to the sweet Serenader, and telling him 
that ail was safe at home — herself, and his hopes. 1L E, 

HISTORY OF THE ANNALS OF THE 
FOUR MASTERS, 

The manuscript collection of Irish records commonly 
known by the appellation of the "Annals of the Four 
Masters," has supplied so large a portion of the previously 
unpublished historical matter to be found in our preceding 
numbers, that our readers must necessarily feel some cu- 
riosity and desire to be acquainted with the origin of its 
compilation— the evidences on which its claims to authen« 
ticity rest— and the circumstances connected with its past 
history, and present locality^ and state- of conservation. 
The requisite information on nearly* all these facts will be 
found in the following memoir which was addressed by 
Mr* Petrie to our national scientific and literary body, 
the Royal Irish Academy, on the occasion of his deposit- 
ing the original autograph of the work in their valuable 
Irish library, in which it is at once secure from future in- 
jury, and accessible to literary men. We only deem it 
necessary to add, that this national historic treasure* when 
it came into Mr. Petrie's possession, was apparently in a 
state of almost hopeless ruin and decay, some portion 
of every leaf of the work being mouldered ; away, and 
otherwise injured, from exposure to damp, and having 
been, for a century perhaps, without binding* or cover. It 
now presents a very different appearance. The Academy, 
with the anxious care and disregard of expense which the 
preservation of a work so inestimable deserved from its 
appropriate possessors, have had it elaborately repaired 
and splendidly bound in two volumes folio ; and the skill 
and praiseworthy care of Mullen, under Mr, Petrie's di- 
rection, have been so admirably employed in its restora- 
tion, that it toy; justly be said to appear now in its pris- 
tine state of perfection and beauty* 



TO THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE KOYAL 
HUSH ACADEMY/. 

MY LOIU) AND GENTLEMEN, 

Having- recently had tho good fortune to obtain for tho Tloyal Irtah 
Academy, tho most important historical remain of our unci on t Htcriu 
ture, tho original autograph of ft portion of tho iirHt part or volume, 
and the whole of tho second volume of the work usually designated the 
Annals of tho Four Musters,—! foci it incumbent on mo to lay before 
you a statement of tho proofs of Its authenticity, together with such 
circumstances connected with its history, ua have hitherto come within 
my knowledge. , t »„,,,,, 

With regard, in the flrat place, to our acquisition, being the un- 
doubted autograph original of thia moat invahmbio work, it is to bo 
observed that tho manuscript itself furntehoH the most Miti»fnetory 
internal evidences for such a conclusion, evidences even moro decisive 
than those which have been brought forward in support of the auto- 
graph originality of the first part, now the chief trouHiiro of the mag. 
nJftaent library of his Grace tho I)uko of Buckingham, and which has 
recently boon published through the inumJleenco of that patriotic no* 
Memau, „ , ,, * »■ ,, 

In tho front of those evidences wo find, tho dedication of the whole 
work to Forgal O'Garn, Lord of Moy O'ttnra and Coolavin, in tho 
Comity of Sligo, the chieftain, under whose patronage, and for whose 
use the Annate were compiled ; and this dedication, not & copy in the 
hand of an ordinary scribe, but committed to the peculiar durability of 
parchment, and wholly in tho hand-writing ami algned with the proper 
fliffiiuturo of Michael O'Clery, the chief of tho Kmu* Maseru, who 
were employed In Ita compilation. As this dedication thrown much 
light on the history of tho work, and has not been hitherto published 
entire, 1 shall take leave to introduce it here, a*i literally tnuudnted by 
the venerable Charles CVConor, 

" I invoke the Almighty Nod that he may pour down every blowing, 
corporal and spiritual, on Feyall O'Givriv, 'item (Lord) of Moy O'Gtmv 
and Culuvhmo, one of the two knights elected to represent the County 
of Sligo in the parliament held hi Dublin, this present year of our 
Lord, H5!H. 

'* In every country enlightened by eiviltaatfon, and confirmed therein 
through n Ktieccstdon of agon. It linn been eu*fmunry to record the event* 
produced by time, For Miindry reaHonsrt, nothing 1 wtut deemed more itr*»- 
fltuhlo or honourable than to study and pernio the workn of ancient 
writers, who (rave a faithful account of the great men who figured on 
the tdago of life in preceding agea, that poHtority might he informed, 
how their forefathers have employed their time, how long they contU 
nued in power* and how they have flnifthed their dnyni, 

" 1, Michael O'Clery, brother of the Order of St, Fraud*, (through 
ten year« employed under obedience to my mycmlI provincial* In collect- 
ing materials for our Irish HngloUigy*) have waited on you, noble 
Feral! O'Gara, aa I was well acquainted with your fecal fur tho glory of 
God, nnd the credit of your country. I perceived the anxiety you 
suffer from tlws cloud which at pronent hnnga over our ancient Mflefdau 
race \ % state of fchlwgfi which luu* oeeuHhmed the ignorance nf. many, 
relative to the lives of the holy men, who, in former timcH, have beon 
tho ornaments of our inland ; the general ignorance alto of our civil 
history, and of the monarchy provincial king*, tlghornH (lordw,) and 
toUmefiH (chieftains,) who flourished In thin country through u Huceca- 
slou of nge«, with equal want of knowledge in the nyiichronifon neeeH. 



aary for throwing 1 light on the transact! nun of each. In your nnertfd. 

"*** — " i nw"' A ~""" J ^t.-*. » ....i.-.i..... 

.Uoun 
. . ... , iYipltiiiur turn , . . ....... .. r 

should be diffested under their proper heads j Jtidjrlnfr IhntHhould Much 



neas on this Rnhjeet I have informed yon, that 1 etitertalnetl honen of 
' " 'n# to my own labour*, the tipsiistimrct of the itntlqunrliitiH I held 
most In oHteem, for compitintf ahody of Annula, wherein tboxo mattevn 



a compilatifju be neglected at present, or eoiihitftied to a future ttmt*, 
arlHk miffht he run that the mnterhiiH for it Hlioutd never a^aln bo 
brought toff ether. In thi» idea t have enlh'ctod the moat authentle 
Annala I could Ilnd in my travelH ihroiifrh the hSo^dom, (and, indeed, 
the tank was diflieult.) Such an 1 have obtained me arranged in a 
continued aerhw, and I commit them to the world under your name, 
noble O'Gnnu who Htood forward In pntroolHhiH 1 thto uudertaldnfrj 
you it wa« who net the antUiuariatiB to work, and inont liberally paid 
them fov their labour, in arratu?ln^ and tmiwcilhtnjr the dtH'omonta 
before them, in the convent of Dunagrdl, where tht»' Fathers of that 
house KUpplled thorn with tho iiweaMiry refre«htneutH, In truth every 
henetitderivalde from our labours k due to your protection and bounty; 
nor should It excite jonlmwy or envy that you iitnnd fawwoMt in tliiH m 
in other sorvicen you have rendered your country j for by your birth, 
you are h descendant of the race of lleber, whicii ^rave Ireland thirty 
motmrehi, and &Ixty«one of which race have died in the odour of 
wmetlty. Eighteen of those holy men tiro traced to your #rent ancestor 
Teir, thftson of Kian* and ffriutaaon of the celebrated OliolUOlnm, who 
,dit*(F Kln^r of Mmwtoi\ A.D. WO* Tim poeterity of thutTelKhave hcul 
groat ittti!feU»hm*ntft in every part of Ireland^ vix, j^The race of Cor* 
mm Oaleny, in Leymey of Conaght, from whom you are descended, m 
well m the O'Btu'as of the name Leyny ? and tlie O'Hnmi of the Rout; 
the OTiutqUb also of Ely, and the OTonora of Klanachta 0lenfevin, 
in Ulster, In proof of your noble extraction here fallow® your gene- 
alogy, , 
«* X^rftll O'Oara thoti art the son of Tei#, &c, &c, 

" On the SSId January, 1C3S. this work was undertaken in the eon- 
vent of Duna^all, and wm finished In the same convent on the jotli of 
Auguat, IG30. 

X am thine mmi affectionately, 

. " BJtOTUKJl Miciiabi, O f Cuiuf. u 

Immediately following thia dedication we are presented with tho oH, 
fiinal certlfleate or Ustimommit of the superiors of the Fraticincan con- 
vent of Dunaffall, in which the Annals were compiled, %nod with 
their antosrraph fUffnnturea, m on the said loth of Auffnst, mil ThUi 
too, is written on parchment, and han also aflixed to it the slirtinttiro 
of O'Donell, prince of Tirconnell j and while I feel it neeewmry to my 
nurpose to tranRcrlbo the tostitMnium t r which I also give in the trnn^hu 
tion of Mr. D'Connr,) I hepr that those interested in the ijuehtion will 
obaerve how coneidorably It differs in its wording from that prefixed to 
the Stowc MS., and how far more copious it u in its Information win* 
tlvo to tho s'ouriBos from which the work wan complied 

"The Fathers of the FranciHcan Order, rmbworiberfi hereunto, do 
certify that Ferall O'Gara wm the nobleman who prevailed on Brother 
Michael O'Clery to bring together the antiquarioH and chronologery, 
who compiled the following 1 Annals, (auch m it wn« in their power to 
collect), and that Ferall Q'Oura, aforesaid, rewarded them liberally fat 
their labour. 

** This collection h divided into two parts, and from the beglmtitii? to 
the end has b«m trenBcribed in the convent of the brother* / I)un»ir»]L 
who supptiod the traOHcribew with the necessary vimidi. The tirst 
volume wm hefirun in the same convent, A.D. l«as, when Father Ber- 
nardin 0*Ciery wm guardian thereof, 

"The antiouarlea and chnmohwera who were the collectors and tran- 
ficribors of this work we attest to ho Brother Michael O'Clery i Maurice 
O'Maolconory, the son of Tornft* who iiaaittud durlnf & month } Furgus 
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O'Maolconary, the son of Loehlan also, ana both those antiquaries 
were of the county of Roscommon ; CucogTy O'Clery, another assistant, 
was of the county of Dunagall, as was Cucogry O'Duigenan of 
the county of Leitriin; Conary O'Clery likewise of the county of 
DunagalL J 

"The old books they collected were the Annals of Clonmacnois, 
an abbey founded by holy Kiaran, son of the Carpenter j the Annals 
«f the Island of Saints, on the Lake of Rive; the Annals of Sen at 
Mac Magnus, on the Lake of Erne (now called the Ulster Annals;) 
the Anoals of the O'Maoleonarys ; the Annals of Killronan, compiled 
by the O'Duigcneans. These antiquarians had also procured the Annal3 
of Lacan, compiled by the Mac Firbisses, (after transcribing the greater 
part of the first volume,) and from those Lacan Anna!* they supplied 
what they thought proper in tfte blank* they left for any occasional infor. 
motion tfiey could obtain. The Annals of Clonmacnois", and those of the 
Island of Saints, came down no farther than the year of our Lord 1227. 

" The second part of this work commences with the year of our Lord 
1203; and began to be transcribed in the present year, 1G35, when 
Tather Christopher Dunlevy was guardian, and these Annals were 
continued down to the year 1606, when Father Bernardin O'Clery was 
for the second time elected Guardian. 

".Brother Michael .O'Clery above mentioned, Cucogry O'Clery, and 
Conary O'Clery, have been the transcribers of the Annals from 1332 to 
1608. The hooks from which they transcribed hare been the greater 
part of O'Maolconary's book ending with the year 1505. The book of 
the O'Duigenans, aforesaid, from the year 000 to 1563- The book of 
Senate Mac Magnus ending with 1532; a part also of the book of 
Cucogry, ,the son of Dermod O'Clery, from the year 1231 to 1537. 
The book likewise of Maolin og Mac Bruodin from the vear 1588 
to 1603; the book moreover of Lugad O'Clery from 15SG to 1602. All 
those books we have seen in the hands of the antiquaries, who have 
been the compiler's of the present work, together with other documents 
too many to be mentioned — In proof of wnat we have here set forth, 
we have hereunto annexed our manual signatures in the Convent of 
Dunagall, August the 10th, 163G. 

Signed " BERXARniNL-s O'Clery, Guardianus, Dungallensis. 

i c Brother. Maurice Dunlevy, $c, %c." 

Before we proceed further, let us reflect for a moment on the matter 
furnished by those interesting documents, to which the writers were so 
anxious to give all possible durability. How prophetic were the just 
apprehensions of that chief compiler, ** that if the work were then 
neglected, or consigned to a future time, a risk might be run that the 
materials for it should never again be brought together." Such, indeed, 
would have been the sad result. Those fearful predictions were made 
on the very eve of that awful rebellion which caused a revolution 
of property, and an extent of human affliction, such, perhaps, as no 
other country ever experienced. In that unhappy period, nearly all 
the original materials of this compilation probably perished, for one or 
two of them only have survived to our times. Even this careful tran- 
script was supposed to have shared the same fate, and its recent disco- 
very may be considered as the result of a chance almost miraculous! 
What a solemn lesson, then, is here given us of the necessity of giving 
durability, while yet in our power, to the surviving historical remains 
of our country, and thereby placing them beyond the reach of a fate 
otherwise 'almost inevitable. To me it appears a sacri>d duty on culti- 
vated minds to do so. Had this compilation been neglected, or had it, 
as was supposed, shared the fate of its predecessors, what a large por- 
tion of our history would have been lost to the world for ever! 

But to proceed.— It is to be most pertinently observed, that, from the 
above testimonium* it appears that, in the original manuscripts, the 
writers left blanks for the purpose or inserting subsequently any occa- 
sional information they might obtain, and by a reference to the MS. 
now under consideration, it will be found that such blanks have been 
frequently filled up in various parts of the volume. 

Secondly— We learn from this testimonium, that, contrary to the opi. 
nion of Doctor O'Conor and others who have written on the subject, 
the second part or volume commenced, not as they state, with the year 
1172, but with the year 1203. So we find it is in our MS. in which the 
period from 1170 to 120S is substantially divided from the subsequent 
aunals, not only by the aforesaid dedication and testimonium, but also 
by a heading prefixed as to the commencement of the second volume. 

Thirdly— The testimonium states that Michael O'Clery, Cucogry 
O'Clery, and Conary O'Clery were the transcribers of the Annals from 
the year 1332 to 1009, and by a reference to our MS. we shall find, not 
only that the writing of those three scribes is strongly marked by their 
individual characteristics, but also be able, by a comparison with any 
of our own MSS,, in the hand-writing of Cucogry O'Clery, to ascertain 
what portions of the Annals were so written by that admirable scribe. 

I have to add to these evidences, another of yet greater importance— 
namely, that a great .'number of loose leaves accompany the volume, 
which, on examination, prove to be the first extracts from the original 
ancient documents, copied out without much regard to order or chrono- 
logical arrangement, previously to their being regularly transferred to 
the work. There are also additions in the band-writing of Michael 
O'Clery, the chief of the Four Masters, bringing the Annals down 
as late as the year 1616, which appears to have been the last entry ever 
made in the volume. 

These evidences will, I trust, be deemed amply'sumcient to establish 
the fact of this MS. being the veritable original autograph of this im- 
portant work, written, as the title now prefixed to the Trinity College 
copy properly states, adusum Fergalli O'Gara — The circumstances re- 
lative to its history, which I shall now have the honour to submit, will 
enable us, I think, to trace its possession with tolerable certainty to the 
last direct representative of the family of its illustrious patron. 

It has been hitherto generally believed that no perfect copy of the 
Second Part "of the Annals of the Four Masters was in existence, and 
that the mutilated volume in the College Library which is deficient in 
the years preceding 1335, and was never carried farther than the year 
1605, was the only original to be found. The recent acquisition to our 
valuable collection of MSS. of a perfect transcript of the whole of the 
work, proved the supposition to be an error, and that at the .period 
when it was transcribed an original autograph of the second volume 
had been in existence. 

In each of the volumes of this Transcript we find an advertisement by 
the Chevalier O'Gorman, for whom the copy was made, stating that 
"the original of the first volume was the property of Charles O'Conor, 
Esq. of Belanagare, and the original of the .second, that of the Right 
Honourable Colonel William Burton Conyngham, who lent it to Chevalier 
O'Gorman, by whom it was duly returned to Colonel Conyngham, but 
has been since mislaid." Thus far we can trace our MS. as being the 
original from which the Chevalier's copy, now in our possession, was 
transcribed, and its ownership to Colonel Burton Conyngham, whose 
library passed, subsequently, into the hands of the late Mr. Austin 
Cooper, at whose recent sale the work was acquired. The Chevalier 
O'Gorman's advertisement is without date, but a certificate, in the hand- 
writing of Charles O'Conor, Esq., is prefixed, stating that the tran- 
script was made for the use of his friend, the Chevalier O'Gorman, in 
hit house at Belanagare: "This," he cays, " X testify in Dublin, May 



the 10th, 1781." Now it i3 remarkable, that, from a letter written by 
the Chevalier O'Gorman to Charles O'Conor. dated January 10 1781 
the same year, (published in the Testimonia to the first volume of the 
Annate in the Jterum flib. Scriptores,) we learn that our MS. was at 
that time, c the property' of Charles O'Conor. In this letter the Clip, 
valier says, " 1 nave seen Gorman" (the Scribe) '* this morning, I find 
he has copied but the first volnme of the Four Masters, which Colonel 
Burton told me you were pleased to return to him. I expected he 
would not only have copied the second, but also, the Annals of Con. 
naught, both your property." From this it appears certain that oar 
MS. had belonged to Charles O'Conor, previously to its being trans- 
ferred to the possession of Colonel Conyngham, but for what reason 
that transfer was made it is not for me to conjecture. 

Let us now proceed a little earlier, and we shall find that Mr. O'Conor 
got the original copy of the Annals made for the O'Gara, from the 
direct representative of that Lord, as early as the year 1734. In the 
Prolegomena to the first volnme of the lierum Bib. Scriptorer, p. 51, the 
following extract is given from a letter written by Charles O'Conor to 
Doctor Curry, and dated Roscommon, July the 16th, 1756. " In regard 
to the Four Masters, I shall write to Colonel O'Gara, in St Sebastian, 
where he is quartered with his regiment, and reproach him with giving 
more of his confidence to a little ignorant ecclesiastic, than to me his 
nearest relation in this kingdom, his father and mine being brother and 
sister's children- I got. that work in "1734, throngh the interest of 
Bishop O'Rourke, my uncle-*' It is remarkable that this same letter i« 
again quoted in the * Testimonial prefixed to the Annals, in the second 
volume of the same work, but as addressed, not to Doctor Curry, but 
to a Mr. O'Reilly. It a!*o differs in the wording, as will appear from 
the following extract : '• I shall write to Colonel O'Gara, &c" " This 
expedient will, I hope, confirm the book (the Annals of the Four Mas- 
ters) to me." From this it would appear, that, though he had gotten 
the work from the O'Gara family, as early as 173-i, there wae, never- 
theless, a claim put forward to it, on the part of some branch of that 
family so late as 1756. In the same * T&stimonia,* p. 11, Doctor O'Conor 
quotes his grandfather as writing that he obtained the work in J 734, 
from Brian O'Gara, Archbishop of Tuam, viz.— 

c * Liber Lie nunc pertinet ad Cathaldum juniorern O'Conor, filiuni 
Donchadi, &c, et ejusdem libri possemo tributa fuit ei per Brianum 
O'Gara, Archiephwopum prseciarum Tnamiae, A.D. 1731 

** Catbjlldcs O'Covoa.' 
And in the memoirs of his grandfather, written by Doctor O'Conor, 
there i3 the following passage : " Colonel O'Gara, who commanded a 
regiment undeT James the Second, made a present of the Four Masters 
to Doctor O'Rourke, Mr. O'Conor's uncle, who gave it to him: it is 
now in his library, and an autograph." — Memoirs, p. 25f>. 

Lastis'— In his account of the MSS. in the Stowe Iibrarv, Doctor 
O'Conor says, '* This volume was carried into Spain by Colonel O'Gara, 
who commanded the Irish regiment of Hibernia t in the Spanish service, 
in 1734, He sent it to his relative, the late Charles O'Conor, of Bela- 
nagare, as the person best qualified to make u=e of it" 

in these various accounts there is evidently some mystification or 
error which it is not easy to understand ; but the object in all seems to 
be to prove, first, that the original autograph of the Four Matters 
belonging to the O'Gara family was given to Mr. O'Conor ; and 
secondly, that the volume now at Stowe, was that very one so ob. 
tained. * The first of these positions may be readily granted,— the second, 
however, appears to me to be extremely doubtful, and far the following 
reasons :— Bishop Nicholson, in his Irish Historical Library, published 
in 17-24, describes that very volume as being- then in the Irish mannsrript 
collection of Mr. John Conrvj or Q'Maolconaire,) a descendant of one 
of the compilers, who had also in his possession the imperfect copy of 
the second volume, now deposited in the library of Trinity College. 
Doctor O'Conor himself acknowledges this fact in the c Testimonial and 
indeed it does not admit of a doubt. 

What claim then/ we may ask, could the O'Gara family have to these 
volumes?— and how could Colonel O'Gara have carried them into 
Spain ?— and how could he, or the Archbishop, bestow the former on 
anv one ? 

Moreover, we find that in seven years after, that is, in 1731, those 
MSS* of Conry's were on sale, and that Charles O'Conor appears to 
have been the purchaser. In that year he writes thus to his friend, 
Doctor Fergus, relative to their purchase for him : *'Dear Sir, I beg 
you will take the trouble of purchasing- for me, Conry's MSS., now in 
the hands of Charles O'Neill," &e, ; aud further on, he says, " I again 
request that you will be active in procuring for me Conry's MsS — 
my collection is verv imperfect, and I wish to save as many as 1 can of 
the ancient MSS. of Ireland from the wreck tl*at has almost over- 
whelmed every thing that once belonged to us-"— (Memoir of C. 
O'Conor, p. 17a.) That he did succeed in possessing himself of these 
MSS. can hardly" admit of a doubt, as most of them can be traced as 
belonging to him subsequently. It was the same Doctor Fergus, to 
whom this letter was addressed, that, as Mr. O'Conor states, put the 
first volume of the Annals into better condition for him in 1734, (the very 
year in which he got the work from Bishop O'Rourke,) giving it, as he 
said , " vigour enough to outlive another century." And it was from 
the hands of the same gentleman, Doctor Fergus, that the imperfect 
copy of the second volume, together with other works of Conry's 
collection, which had undoubtedly been the property of Mr. <> 'Conor, 
passed into the library of Trinity College. That Mr. O'Conor should 
have parted with that mutilated Volume will not appear strange, if we 
acconnt for it by the supposition of Ms having had our perfect volume 
in his possession at that time. 

It is of importance to this sketch also to add, that the first volume, 
now at Stowe, as well as the second in Trinity College, affbrd internal 
evidences of their being, not the original autographs of the work, but 
transcripts made by one of the writers for his own individual use. 
These internal evidences are, that the volume in Trinity College library 
is written uniformly throughout by tJie same hand~~a.n& we have th« testi- 
mony of Doctor Fergus prefixed to it, stating, that the second Volume 
agrees in every respect, as to paper, writing, &c &c, with the first 
volume now at Stowe. In this, Doctor O'Conor concurs, who says 
emphatically, it is all in the one hand—the hand of Michael O'Clery,— 
(Catalogue of the Stowe MSS.) Further, it is to be observed, that 
those volumes were evidently transcribed from the originals before the 
work "was entirely completed, for there are no entries after the year 
1605, though the dates are placed at the tops of succeeding pages for 
some year? later ; and the blanks left to be filled up whenever any addi- 
tional information might be procured, have never received &ueh addi- 
tions as they have in our manuscript It should be remarked also, that 
the certificate and dedication prefixed to the Stowe MS. are written on 
paper, not parchment, as in our MS. 

UndV alt these cirenrostances, I trust I shall not he deemed rash In 
concluding, that the MS. now bWht for the Academy is not only the 

... °*. __i_ -~r iki. n.Mk-. l*i*#- nlan thot thorn iq Crtirnlv ft llnilhf 



sequently became the property of Colonel Burton Conyngham, at the 
recent sale of whose books I bad the good fortune to purchase rf. 
I* have now no ordinary feeling of pleasure in resigning to3t» mo*t 
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proper depository, the Library of the Royal Irish Academy, this truly 
inestimable work, which in the words of Mr. O'Reilly, " is far above 
all our other Annals in point of value;" and as I have had the 
ffood fortune to purchase this work at my own risk, and might, by 
letting it pass out of the country, have been a great pecuniary gainer, 
I trust it will not be deemed presumption in me to indulge the hope, 
that the resignation of it will be received as a memorial of my attach- 
ment to the ancient literature of my country, and of my zeal for 
the interests of the learned body to which 1 feel it so great an honour to 
belong. 

March 5. 1831. GEORGE PETRIE. 

The First Camel ever seen in Ireland. — It would 
appear from the following*, notice in the annals of the Four 



Masters, not hitherto translated, that the first camel, or 
rather dromedary, ever seen, in Ireland, was sent over by 
King Edward IV. in 1472: viz.— «« A.D. 1472, a wonderful 
animal was sent to Ireland from the king of England ; it 
resembled a mare, having a yellow colour j the hoofs of 
a cow — a long neck, thick head, a large tail — ugly, scarce 
of hair. She had a peculiar saddle of her own ; wheat 
and salt were her usual food ; she used to carry the largest 
sled suspended from her tail : — She used to kneel going un- 
der any door, (gate) be it ever so high, and for her rider 
to mount." J. O'D. 
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THE ABBEY OF INCH, 

COUNTY OF DOWN. 

The Abbey of Inch, or Inniscourcey, was erected by 
the renowned John de Courcey, for monks of the Cister- 
cian order, supplied from the Abbey of Fumes in Lanca- 
shire, and dedicated to the blessed Virgin, on the 3d of 
June, A.D., 1180. 

Though at present, a very delapidated ruin, enough re- 
mains to show that it was originally an abbey of great 
importance, and architectural beauty. It was in the usual 
form of a cross, and had a lofty belfry on the south side. 
Of the latter there are at present no remains, except of 
the arch on which it stood, which appears to have been of 
very elegant construction ; and of the church, itself, there 
is little to be seen except the east end, or chancel, which 
has three noble lancet windows, upwards of twenty feet in 
height, in its east wall ; and two windows of similar form, 
and nearly equal grandeur, in each of the side walls. On 
the south side of the altar, are the remains of the seats 
for the administering priest and his assistants. Owing to 
the accumulation of weeds and rubbish, there are no se- 
pulchral monuments to be seen within the ruins. 

The circumstances connected with the foundation of 
this monastery are characteristic of the spirit of the age. 
Sir John de Courcey, having in his struggles for conquest 
with the native princes in this district, {bund it necessary 
to demolish a Benedictine abbey, called Erynagh or Car- 
rig, wlucb„&wn thestoength of its position, had been con- 



verted into a garrison, and did him much mischief, he 
founded this Abbey of Inch in atonement for his sacrilege, 
and endowed it with all the lands of the extinguished house. 
It is not improbable that the hardy adventurer was influ- 
enced in no small degree to perform this act of atonement, 
by a reputed prophecy of a St. Evodius, the first abbot 
of Erynagh, who on the day of his decease gave direction* 
that his body should be interred in the Island of Inis, say- 
ing that his own abbey would in aftertimes be destroyed, 
but that one should be built on that Island. 

The error which Harris, the Historian of the County 
of Down, and Archdall, fell into, in supposing De Courcey's 
abbey to have been the first founded on this island or 
peninsula, as well as that its present name has been 
derived from that foundation, has been already corrected 
in a preceding number of this Journal, by our worthy 
contribute^ Mr. O'Donovan, the most able and judicious 
Irish scholar and topographer, which Ireland has produc- 
ed fur the last century. In his notes to the foundation 
charter of Nevvry, (No. 13, p. 104,) he shows that the ori- 
ginal name of this island now corruptly called Inniscourcey t 
was Inniscumhscraigh, pronounced Inniscooscry, and that 
an Abbey had existed on the island from a very remote 
time. " Tighernach ," Mr. O'Donovan observes, " Abbot of 
Clonmacnoise, who died in 1088, records, that in the 
year 1002, Sitric, King of the Danes, arrived with a fleet 
in Uladh (Down) and plundered Kilclief and Inis- 
cooscry. The annals of the Four Masters and 
Keating, in the reign of Brian Boru, concur in recording 



